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Archbishop  
Rozanski

Wishing you 
every blessing
in St. Louis!

  You gave us support. You expanded our vision.
You encouraged us along the way.  

The Catholic Life Conference is, in many ways, your conference. 
Thank you and may God provide all you need for your new 

Apostolic role as Archbishop of  the Archdiocese of  St. Louis.

We wish to thank and congratulate those who are responsible for bringing The Catholic Life 
Conference to the Springfield Diocese. May God bless you, your speakers, and all of  those who have 
worked so hard to make this very special event a reality. Most especially, may all those who attend be 
strengthened and encouraged in their faithful walk with our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

God bless you, 
The Men of  St. Joseph

“The Men of  St. Joseph is an association of  Christian men, united under the Catholic Church, who 
meet weekly to pray together and encourage each other to be the spiritual leaders of  their families. 
The purpose of  the Men of  St. Joseph is to instill holiness in men and facilitate spiritual leadership in 
family and community life.” Visit one of  our local chapters at www.saintmarymosj.com or the national 
organization at www.menofstjoseph.com.

St. Joseph, terror of  demons, pray for us.



The Catholic Life 
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This is Why
My Dear Friends, 

Our Catholic faith teaches us that God loves us with a tremendous 
love.  As Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Springfield,  
I extend that love to you along with my prayerful best wishes for your 
conference. 

 May God bless you with much joy as you join in this unique 
spiritual gathering, made possible in these challenging times by the 
persistent dedication of your fellow Catholics, and the gifts of those 
talented in technology.

May the Catholic Life renew your faith as you open your hearts and minds to the  
teachings of our Catholic tradition of faith and morals.

The Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 
Apostolic Administrator

Welcome to the Catholic Life Conference and the very first  
At-Home Conference specifically for YOU, the Catholics of Western  
Massachusetts in the Diocese of Springfield! We are SO GLAD to  
have this event finally arrive!

We are trusting that every twist and turn of the past few months 
will be transformed into a HUGE blessing this week. Our big hug for 
our Catholic community here includes YOU. Together, we are family 
members in our Catholic faith, knit into a spiritual family by our  
adoption as sons and daughters of Jesus Christ our Lord.

You do not know this, but we have been loving you and praying for you throughout 
these past months. God has great things for us this week, so get ready! Turn off your 
phone, leave the dishes in the sink, and settle in for some great refreshment!

Our Mission:  To invigorate the Catholics of Western Massachusetts with a conference that will nourish families 
and parishes with the beauty of the Catholic Faith by proclaiming:  “This is Why We Are Catholic.” The Catholic 
Life Conference intends to motivate us to live and love our faith so that the Church will sustain its truth, beauty, 

4

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Love, April Helenek, President, and all of us at the Catholic Life Conference

Music by 
More Than These

Vic Bergeron

Mass

Theater

and integrity for generations to come. 



Lighting up the Beautiful Hills 
of Western Massachusetts
If we could see the glow from our parishes, religious orders, and Catholic schools,  
we would see that the valleys and hills of Western Massachusetts are, indeed, lit by our  
active faith and the presence of Christ in the Holy Eucharist in our parishes. Together we 
are a necklace of light in our towns and communities.

The Diocese of Springfield has celebrated her 150th anniversary this year. And here we are, 
eighty-seven parishes and missions strong, taking our turn with the baton of faith. Catholics have  
gone before us, enduring prejudice, wars, and financial turns. We, ourselves, have had heartbreak, 
change, and broken trust. Through it all, however, we have had strong roots in processions, festivals, 
and ethnic dinners. We have been grounded in Catholic schools, tended by the ministry of priests, 
deacons, and religious, sustained by family rosaries, and, always, always, the Mass. We are united  
in the Eucharist and we have hope for our future in Jesus Christ. This is why we are Catholic!
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Diocese of Springfield

Parishes & Missions  
Catholic Schools  
& Monasteries 

You are the light 
of the world.

Let your light so 
shine before men, 
that they may see 
your good works—

—and give glory 
to your Father 
who  
is in heaven.
Matt 15: 14, 16



6

Plan ahead! You’ve registered. Now be sure the Catholic Life Conference is on your                
calendar! On October 11 all the talks will unlock—and be open through October 18.  
Get ready for a great conference!

Pray the Novena. We have included our Catholic Life Conference Novena below to  
get your heart ready. Novena begins October 2 or as soon as you are able.

Use pages 8-14 of this program to spread the conference over the week—you will  
feel connected with others who are doing the same.

Set up your viewing. You will get the most out of the conference by connecting to your  
TV or computer screen, rather than a phone. 

Check your tech! Allow time to make sure your internet connection works! To start the  
conference: Go to catholiclifeconference.org, click on “At-Home Conference” and enter  
the password you were given when you registered. (If you need the password, go to  
“Previously Registered” or “New Registration” on our website.)

Don’t multi-task! Silence your phone, leave the homework, the cleanup, and everything 
else till later. Make the best use of your time by being fully present.

Engage as deeply as you can. We are praying that you will receive a deep blessing today.  
Since we can’t be together physically, let’s truly come together in heart. Holy Spirit, here  
we are.

Be an Active Participant. Join in the prayers, rest in the music, participate in the Mass. Let  
us know on our Facebook page that you are watching and what parish you represent for our 
parish involvement contest. Text in your questions for our speakers’ Q&A to the Catholic Life 
Conference at 413/768-0698, or you may email them to catholiclifeconference@gmail.org.  

Keep it going after the conference! The great thing about an at-home conference is that  
the speakers’ talks will be available afterwards to allow review and sharing. Catch what you 
missed, share what you love! 

Enjoy the blessing. An at-home conference allows you to relax and to take in the presentations 
at your own pace. You can come in your pajamas and you can have your dog in your lap! Have  
fun with this conference. We are here to love God together and to come together with other 
Catholics in this great adventure of our Catholic faith!

How to Get the Most  
Out of an At-Home Conference

Catholic Life Conference Novena 

For those who have gone before us in faith, We thank you...
For the foundation of Catholic heritage in our land...
For our bishops, priests, deacons, and religious who have prayed for and tended the faith...
For steadfast men and women who have held the faith before us...
For your work of grace in my own family’s history, bringing me to this moment...

Lord Jesus, I pray for the Catholic Life Conference and my participation in it.
Open me, O Lord, to the gift of faith.  Unite me to your Sacred Heart.
I ask for an outpouring of Catholic Life here in this place.  Open me to receive your blessing.

Together may we fill this land with praise and hope.  
Open us to forgive each other.
We want to love and serve you.  Fill us with joy.
Fill us with praise, fill us with hope, fill us with courage, 
Come Holy Spirit!
Come and open the way for us to be the Church you have called us to be.  
For the glory of your Holy Name.  Amen.

Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be  
Our Lady of Guadalupe, be my patron for this conference.
St Michael, pray for us.  St. Joseph, pray for us.  St. Mother Teresa, pray for us.

Pray this prayer for nine days in preparation for God’s graces.

We thank you, O God our Father (Repeat after each petition)

[Fifty] and  
one hundred  
years ago, our 
ancestors were 
proving to us  
“it is the Mass 
that counts,” by 
the journeys they 
made and the 
hardships they  
endured to  
assist at the  
Holy Sacrifice, at 
times in humble 
hut, or often in 
open field.
Michael Shea, Editor,  
The Catholic Mirror 1931

 
 
“Behold, I make  
all things new.”

“...for these words 
are trustworthy  
and true.” Rev. 21: 5



Dr. Scott Hahn is a well-known Catholic apologist and Biblical scholar, 
and the author of a wealth of books that have energized the Catholic 
world in the past three decades—if you look for a list online you will find 
over 40 book titles!  As a young man, Dr. Hahn was an adamant opponent 
of the Catholic faith, doing his best to help Catholics out of the Church by 
scrutinizing Scripture from an evangelical perspective.  When his scholar-
ship took him into the arms and liturgy of the Catholic Church, his world 
was upside down; he has ever since opened the Bible and Church teach-
ing to the same scrutiny and passion for the truth.  The Fr. Michael Scan-

lan Professor of Biblical Theology and the New Evangelization at Franciscan University, Founder 
& President of the Saint Paul Center for Biblical Theology, Scott Hahn is married to Kimberly 
Hahn, is dad to six and granddad to eighteen.  He resides in Steubenville, Ohio, when he isn’t on 
the road lifting the hearts of Catholics to treasure the gifts that are ours in the Catholic Church. 

Trish Short  We are delighted to welcome Trish Short to our  
conference and invite you to hear her compelling story and testimony  
to the life-changing Mercy of God.  In 2002, Trish Short wrote “The  
Chaplet of Divine Mercy in Song” which has been featured on EWTN  
and has reached millions with its beauty and hope.  An accomplished 
model and actress, Trish says hers is a story of brokenness.  Having grown 
up in a broken family, becoming a single parent with two divorces and  
two abortions, she experienced profound healing through the Divine  
Mercy and shares her story of forgiveness and transformation from a 

place of brokenness.  We are in need of Mercy—now is the time. Trish lives in Dallas, Texas.

Hudson Byblow  is a Catholic speaker from Canada who has a  
story of finding joy in the Catholic Church–which was the last place  
the world had taught him to look! Using his own experience and what  
he has learned along the way, he has consulted for notable Catholic  
speakers such as Jason Evert and Christopher West, written for  
numerous Catholic publications including National Catholic Register  
and CRISIS Magazine, been featured in productions by Ascension  
Press and Lighthouse Catholic Media, and been on various radio  
shows including Catholic Answers Live, and The Terry & Jessie Show. 

Most importantly, coming home to the Church has allowed Byblow to lead a fulfilling life of  
chastity within his local community where he sings Gregorian Chant and plays hockey  
(and sometimes both at the same time). 

Popple!  
Bring together two crazy guys, a guitar, a banana suit, a  
ukele, the Catholic faith, and what do you have?  Popple! 
Dan Harms and Kyle Heimann live in other places disguised 
as normal, ordinary people. What we do know is that they 
are going to stir things up and make us laugh and sing and 
maybe wear our shoes on our ears. Get ready everyone, 
Popple’s here!

Speakers
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Just as Eve came 
from Adam and 
was united with 
him as one body, 
so the Church 
comes from Christ 
and is united to 
him as one body, 
His Body. 
The Church is 
Christ’s Body, 
and as such is His 
Bride. The Church 
is Christ’s Bride, 
and as such is His 
Body.
Dr. Scott Hahn

Evangelization  
is the mission  
of the Church,  
not just of a few, 
but my, your,  
our mission. 
Pope Francis



Only by praying 
together with 
their children 
can a father  
and a mother… 
penetrate the  
innermost 
depths of their 
children’s hearts, 
and leave an 
impression that 
the future events 
in their lives will 
not be able to 
erase.
Pope St. John Paul II
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Sunday, October 11
The following schedule is offered so we can join together while participating in our  
At-Home Conference. We hope you will put yourself into retreat-mode, making the most  
of the prayers, music, lively children’s programs, and the talks. You are not alone—we are doing this together!

OPENING PRAYER 

Catholic Life Commitee

MASS
Join CHALICE OF SALVATION for today’s Mass with Father Michael Pierz.  This Mass is offered for 
YOU—uniting our prayers with the Holy Mass for an outpouring of Grace upon you as you attend 
this conference.

GREETINGS
Before you go to Dr. Hahn’s talk, we’d like to welcome you to the Catholic Life Conference.  Join 
April Helenek as she opens the conference with greetings and an overview of what we have for 
you!  We’re glad you’re here! 

MUSIC
Conference Opening Song  “Come As You Are” (David Crowder)                                         More Than These

FEATURED SPEAKER

DR. SCOTT HAHN  The Holy Family
Dr. Scott Hahn starts our conference off right where we live—in the family.   
No matter who we are, our lives have begun in and been shaped by—and  
too often, broken by—our families. What hope can we find when families  
fall short?  Dr. Hahn lifts our eyes to our dignity and purpose as revealed  
in the Sacrament of Matrimony and its implications for our family life no  
matter our age or situation in life. 30 min

FROM THE ST. PAUL CENTER: 
We are excited to offer a great extra  
for your At-Home Conference: the first  
in a powerful video series that examines  
the Sacraments of the Catholic Church  

and their basis in scripture. Join Matthew Leonard for this Bible study based on the book, Swear  
to God, by Scott Hahn, the founder and president of the St. Paul Center.  After you watch this first  
complimentary lesson you will be offered a discount to purchase the entire 11 lesson series on  
your own.  23 min. 

Family Pilgrimage:  
POPPLE SHOW 1   

Welcome to Day One of the Catholic Life Conference.

EXTRAS!

Go to www.catholiclifeconference.org  
to participate. Click on “At-Home  
Conference” to begin.

OH! THE ANTICIPATION!   
Hey Kids!  Get ready for Dan and Kyle and their  
acoustic-humor-beard-and-rock band, bringing  
you the kick-off to your Family Pilgrimage week!. 30 min

Love begins at 
home, and it is not  
how much we do... 
but how much love 
we put in that  
action.
St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta

Love is  
something worth  
suffering for. 
Scott Hahn

Like the sun  
and the oceans,  
the human family 
reveals  
important truths 
about God.
Scott Hahn 
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Monday, October 12
Welcome to Day Two of the Catholic Life Conference.

PRAYER +Come Holy Spirit. We open our diocese, our parishes, and our hearts to you this day.  
May your blessing be upon this conference and all who attend it. We ask for the grace to hear you,  
to receive you, and to love you. All for the glory of your Holy Name. +Amen

FEATURED SPEAKER

Talk 1 

TRISH SHORT   Embracing Authentic Femininty
Trish shares her hilarious and sobering experience working as a model 
and actress.  A revealing testimony of the gritty reality and destructive 
lies of the entertainment industry and today’s feminist movement. 30 min 

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET
Following Trish Short’s Talk, we will pray together the Divine Mercy Chaplet.  Join 
Trish Short as she leads us and shares her original music to bring us before the 
Throne of God.

EXTRAS! 
FROM THE ST PAUL CENTER: Join Emily Stimpson Chapman in the first of The Catholic Table Video 
Series.  Author of the book, The Catholic Table, and These Beautiful Bones, An Everyday Theology  

of the Body, Emily Stimpson Chapman  
combines her love of food and her insights 
on the Catholic faith, the scriptures, and  
the Catholic life, to give us a theology of 
food and the goodness of daily life. A  
discount is offered for your continued  
viewing after the conference. 20 min 

SIGHT & SOUND THEATER JESUS IS OPEN FOR VIEWING EACH DAY.  SEE FRIDAY ON PAGE 12

Family Pilgrimage Destination 1   

Talk 2
TRISH SHORT     Rescued By Mercy
In this second talk, Trish takes us deeper into the grace we call “Divine 

Mercy.” She shares the tragic loss of three sons, her oldest who was murdered five years ago. 
This is a story of the extreme mercy of God and His miraculous restoration over evil. A must-
hear for anyone who carries grief or wounds from the difficulties of life. 30 min

MUSIC
Conference Opening Song  “Come As You Are” (David Crowder)                                         More Than These

Hey Kids!  Today is the first step on your journey to 
sainthood! Join us for “What is a Saint?” with Father Jon. 
Then come hang out with us for SAINT TALK! Bring your 
pilgrimage map and your Children’s Activity Bag for your  
first Pilgrimage Activity. We’re glad you’re here! 30 min+ project

The soul that trusts  
in My mercy  
is most fortunate,  
because I Myself 
take care of it.  
Jesus to St. Faustina

Darkness  
can only be  
scattered by light, 
hatred  
can only be  
conquered  
by love.

Pope Benedict XVI



May the  
strength of God 
pilot us, 
May the  
wisdom of God 
instruct us, 
May the word  
of God 
direct us.

St. Patrick of Ireland
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HUDSON BYBLOW   

Ascension Presents: Sexuality and Gender Identity
Hudson Byblow shares his story of finding his home in the Catholic 
Church.  Personal and open, his testimony gives a new perspective to 
questions surrounding sexuality--questions that often disturb Catholics’ 
confidence in Church teaching.  With the identity he has found in Christ 
and the support of his fellow believers, Hudson Byblow now applies 
the beauty and vision of the Church as he ponders the difficulties we 
face navigating our culture. Two conversational bonus videos, especially 

geared to our teens, give you a chance to find out what else he’s been thinking about. 10 min

Tuesday, October 13
Welcome to Day Three of the Catholic Life Conference.

PRAYER +Come Holy Spirit. We open our diocese, our parishes, and our hearts to you this day.  
May your blessing be upon this conference and all who attend it. We ask for the grace to hear you,  
to receive you, and to love you. All for the glory of your Holy Name. +Amen.

FEATURED SPEAKER

We are excited to join together in our Rosary Around the Diocese!  Get your  
rosary beads and pray with the priests of the Diocese of Springfield as we offer  
our prayers for our parishes and clergy—and each of us—that through Mary’s     
intercession we might find mercy, blessing, and Catholic Life in abundance. We  
hope you will enjoy this rosary daily—pray with it over and over!  

EXTRAS! 

FROM THE ST. PAUL CENTER: We are excited to offer the first  
video in the popular study series, Genesis to Jesus, which addresses 
the question, “How do Catholics read the Bible?”  Matthew  
Leonard and Scott Hahn open the Bible in an exciting, visual  
overview of the Bible.  “This is a study that no one should miss!”  

After you watch this first complimentary lesson you will receive a promo code for a discount on the 
purchase of the eleven-lesson series. 24 min

MUSIC
Conference Opening Song  “Come As You Are” (David Crowder)                                         More Than These

DIOCESAN ROSARY

MUSIC
“Reckless Love” (Cory Asbury)                                                                                            More Than These

Family Pilgrimage Destination 2  

SET YOUR HEART ON FIRE!  First we’ll have 
some time with Father Ryan. Today we’re diving into  
Jesus’ Sacred Heart. What’s that?  Come find out!   
Bring your Pilgrimage Map and your Conference Bag!  
See you there! 30 min+ project  

Bonus Video 1: Thoughts on Friendship  •  Bonus Video 2: From Math to Faith to Prayer

Jesus Christ,  
King of our  
Universe,  
The Restorer  
of man:  
I strive to live  
not in  
my wounds,  
but in His. 
Hudson Byblow
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Family Pilgrimage Destination 3  

 God Made You YOU! Today our Family Pilgrimage 
takes us to the Little Way of Saint Therese with the 
Servidora Sisters.  We will meet Mother Consecrata and 
learn the special secret that’s just for us from the little 
saint. Then come back for some “Be Yourself Fun” just 
for you! Don’t miss the craft project of making your own 
Sacrifice Beads. 30 min+ project

Wednesday, October 14
Welcome to Day Four of the Catholic Life Conference.

PRAYER +Come Holy Spirit. We open our diocese, our parishes, and our hearts to you this day.  
May your blessing be upon this conference and all who attend it. We ask for the grace to hear you,  
to receive you, and to love you. All for the glory of your Holy Name. +Amen

FEATURED PRESENTATION: POPPLE

THE CAT AND THE BANANA    

EXTRAS!

FROM THE ST. PAUL’S CENTER: Today’s 
video, The Bible and the Virgin Mary, is  
the first in the twelve-part series that 

“unveils the mystery of Our Lady that is woven into the fabric of Sacred Scripture.” Matthew 
Leonard hosts this Bible study based upon Scott Hahn’s book, Hail, Holy Queen. We have a 
discount available if you would like to purchase the series after the conference. 20 min 

Welcome to Hallow, the Catholic Meditation App that helps 
you find peace and grow in your spiritual journey. Find out if 
Hallow is a good fit for you as a daily help to prayer. Check out 
Hallow’s offer of a free trial to conference participants. 22 min

SIGHT & SOUND THEATER JESUS IS OPEN FOR VIEWING EACH DAY.  SEE FRIDAY ON PAGE 12

MUSIC
Conference Opening Song  “Come As You Are” (David Crowder)                                         More Than These

OH! THE ANTICIPATION!   

Meet Dan Harms and Kyle Heimann, a highly energetic  
musical duo delivering up the Catholic Faith for our  
children’s program—and the child in all of us. 30 min

If you see a banana suit, don’t be alarmed. Dan and Kyle both 
hold “black- belts in the esteemed area of Catholicism” so you 
are in good hands as the fun progresses. Enjoy the ride! 30 min

Video 1: Founding Hallow: My Journey from Atheism back to the Church  Alex Jones
Video 2:  How to Grow Closer to God through Catholic Meditation and Prayer  Alessandro DiSanto

Prayer is  
powerful!  
It fills the earth 
with mercy,  
it makes the  
Divine clemency 
pass from  
generation to  
generation.
Right along the 
course of the  
centuries  
wonderful works 
have been 
achieved through 
prayer.
St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
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Thursday, October 15
Welcome to Day Five of the Catholic Life Conference.

PRAYER +Come Holy Spirit. We open our diocese, our parishes, and our hearts to you this day.  
May your blessing be upon this conference and all who attend it. We ask for the grace to hear you,  
to receive you, and to love you. All for the glory of your Holy Name. +Amen

FEATURED SPEAKER

EXTRAS!

Damascus Worship Join us as we welcome twenty- year old  
Joseph Schlueter, who has released his first worship CD entitled “Awake My 
Soul” through Damascus Worship, a Catholic music collective. It’s fresh and  
uplifting—as is Schlueter’s desire to “wake up Christians to live the life that 
God has called us to, a life of worship and intimacy and mission.” 27 min

ROSARY for the Diocese Get your rosary beads and pray with the 
priests of the Diocese of Springfield as we offer our prayers for our parishes 
and clergy—and each of us—that through Mary’s intercession we might find 
mercy, blessing, and Catholic Life in abundance. 

MUSIC
Conference Opening Song  “Come As You Are” (David Crowder)                                         More Than These

DR. SCOTT HAHN
Hope to Die, Hope to Rise  

Life seems fragile these days.  We aren’t so sure where things are  
going.  In this talk Dr. Hahn gives us the sweeping and glorious picture 
of God’s plan for the Church and for your life with its joy and sorrow.  
Catholics believe in the reality of Heaven and the Resurrection of the 
Dead.  This is a talk you won’t want to miss. 48 MIN

Family Pilgrimage Destination 4  

THE SOURCE AND SUMMIT! Today we climb to  
the top with Father Pierz for true stories of the Eucharistic 
Miracles. Talk about amazing! Then let’s get together to  
“Feast our Eyes on the Summit!” Bring your Pilgrimage Map  
and your Conference Bag for today’s “make your own  
monstrance” project!  30 min+ project

Praying for the Dead With Children
Kendra Tierney

In this video, Kendra from Catholic All Year, shows us how to make the most of our Catholic  
tradition of praying for the souls in purgatory in November—with our children.  A wealth of  
information of making family faith both joyful and memorable, Kendra Tierney inspires Catholic 
families to live Catholic Life to the fullest. 3 min

When we  
begin to see  
that heaven awaits 
us in the Mass, we 
begin already to 
bring our home to 
heaven. 

And we begin  
already to  
bring heaven home 
with us. 
Dr. Scott Hahn

O wonderful  
loftiness
and stupendous 
dignity!
O sublime  
humility!
O humble  
sublimity!
The Lord of  
the universe,
God and the  
Son of God,
so humbles  
Himself
that He hides  
Himself
for our salvation
under an  
ordinary piece  
of bread!
St. Francis of Assisi



We are here because 
we
asjkl;sjkajsdjl;ask ejkls 
jkel
A sjke sjkldj kjsldkj
We are here because 
we
asjkl;sjkajsdjl;ask ejkls 
jkel
A sjke sjkldj kjsldkj
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Friday Night is Movie Night!
Sight & Sound Theater presents the dazzling, full stage production, JESUS.   
Experience the greatest rescue story ever told. 140 min

We have a treat for you and for the whole  
family!  The movie, Jesus, is a theater  
experience in movie form, bringing the  
ministry and miracles of Jesus, from Saint  
Matthew’s Gospel, alive in spectacular  
action.  Get ready!  You’ll want to be in the 
storm when Jesus walks on the water and 
reaches for Peter!  

You can watch JESUS anytime during  
the week of Oct. 11-18.   

Friday, October 16
Welcome to Day Six of the Catholic Life Conference.

PRAYER +Come Holy Spirit. We open our diocese, our parishes, and our hearts to you this day.  
May your blessing be upon this conference and all who attend it. We ask for the grace to hear you,  
to receive you, and to love you. All for the glory of your Holy Name. +Amen

Scott Hahn opens the mystery of the Eucharist in this stirring talk 
from The Lamb’s Supper, Part 1.  We are excited to be able to offer 
this not-yet published talk from the St. Paul Center to complete our 
conference.  The Eucharist is truly the source and the summit of  
our faith. It is the “This is Why” that answers all our questions and 
fills us with Catholic Life: the life of Christ, through the Catholic 
Church, given to us. 30 MIN

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET with Trish Short 
Join us today at 3 pm to pray this chaplet in our homes, but together in spirit. 20 min 

ADORATION Bring the beauty and sublime peace of the 
Holy Eucharist into your home and heart.  Worship leader  
and singer, Vic Bergeron, leads us in adoring our Lord 
through music and prayer. 60 min 

MUSIC
Conference Opening Song  “Come As You Are” (David Crowder)                                         More Than These

DR. SCOTT HAHN The Eucharist in Scripture

THE CAT & THE BANANA  

Family Pilgrimage:  
   

It’s been fun doing our Family Pilgrimage with you this week!  
Popple is here to do a little feline and fruit routine to set 
you firmly on your way to Heaven.  A round of cheers for 
Popple!  Thanks for joining us! 30 min+ 

POPPLE SHOW 2

There is nothing 
so great as the 
Eucharist. If God 
had something 
more precious, 
He would have 
given it to us. 

St. Jean-Marie Vianney

Just as the life  
of the body  
is the soul,  
so too, the life  
of the soul  
is God.   
This Divine life  
we receive in  
Communion.
St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta



Saturday, October 17
Welcome to Day Seven of the Catholic Life Conference.

PRAYER +Come Holy Spirit. We open our diocese, our parishes, and our hearts to you this day.  
May your blessing be upon this conference and all who attend it. We ask for the grace to hear you,  
to receive you, and to love you. All for the glory of your Holy Name. +Amen

Q & A with the Conference Speakers!
How to participate: over the week, as you have a question for a speaker, we invite you to submit  
it for the Q & A:  text us at 413 768-0698 or email us at catholiclifeconference@gmail.com.  Include  
the speaker’s name and your question.  Then return on Saturday morning and choose Q & A from  
the Conference Videos tab.  

CONFERENCE REMAINS OPEN THROUGH SUNDAY OCT 18.   
TALKS, CHAPLET & ROSARY ONLY WILL BE AVAILABLE AFTER OCT 18

Live Q & A  
Times:
 
9:30 am  
Popple
 
10:00 am  
Hudson Byblow
 
11:00 am  
Trish Short
 
12:00 am  
Scott Hahn

This Chalice of Salvation Vigil Mass, celebrated by Bishop McManus, our Apostolic Administrator, is 
offered for the Catholic Church here in the Diocese of Springfield: for our parishes and priests, for all 
Catholics in Western Massachusetts, and for all who have participated in the Catholic Life Conference.  

5 pm Conference Closing  
Come say good-bye! We want to thank all those who have helped bring this great week together and 
wish you new confidence and joy in your Catholic faith as we wrap up the week. God bless you!

MUSIC
Conference Opening Song  “Come As You Are” (David Crowder)                                         More Than These

MUSIC
Conference Closing Song  “Reckless Love” (Cory Asbury)                                                More Than These
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4 pm Holy Mass with Bishop McManus

What really  
matters in life is 
that we are loved 
by Christ and that 
we love Him in 
return. 
In comparison  
to the love  
of Jesus,  
everything else  
is secondary.
And, without  
the love of  
Jesus,  
everything  
is useless.
Pope St. John Paul II

This is how all will 
know that you are 
my disciples: if you 
have love for one 
another, says the 
Lord.
St. John 13:35



St. Kateri Takewitha 
When you take the scenic drive  

on the Mohawk Trail, hike the Grey  
Ledges or look down from the shoulder 
of Mount Greylock, it is easy to  
imagine that we have been touched  
by the prayer life of St. Kateri Takewitha. 
She’s our local saint. 

Takewitha was born to an  
Algonquin mother and Mohawk chief 
 in 1656 in the Mohawk village of  
Ossernon (NY).  At age four, a small pox 
outbreak left her orphaned and she was 
raised by her uncle, a Mohawk chief.  
Because her eyes were damaged by the 
small pox and were sensitive to the sun, 
Takewitha would often wear a blanket to 
cover her face.  When she was nineteen, 
she converted to Catholicism, taking the 
name “Kateri,” Mohawk for Catherine, 
after St. Catherine of Sienna.  She also 
took a vow of chastity, pledging to marry 
only Jesus Christ.  Because she would 
not work on Sunday she was ostracized 
and punished.  Kateri finally traveled 
alone and on foot to join the native 
Christian community south of Montreal. 

Kateri Takewitha became known  
for her devotion to Christ and her 
constant prayer. She offered her fasting 
and penances, praying in the cold and 
snow, for the conversion of her fellow 
Mohawks. On April 17, 1680, Kateri died 
at age 24. She was canonized by Pope 
Benedict XVI in 2012. 

We do not know if St. Kateri  
graced the trails to the fishing grounds 
of Turners Falls and Shelburne Falls, 
accompanying her people for the twice-
yearly trek, but we like to think of her 
as our local saint.  We do know that her 
prayers continue for the Native peoples 
and bring healing to our sorrow for the 
ravages of the past.  May we find solace 
for our own scars in St. Kateri’s blanket 
of prayer, the love of Jesus as shown to 
us by our local saint.

Touched by               
St. Patrick

He may never have walked on 
American soil, but the Diocese of 
Springfield has been marked by the zeal 
of beloved St. Patrick of Ireland. Born in 
Roman Britain, the story of Patrick lights 
a fire in us: his captivity in wild Ireland, 
his escape, and the call of God, “Take the 
Gospel to Ireland.”  Returning as a priest, 
with the entire island as his mission, 
Patrick preached, labored, and worked 
miracles for forty years—and all of 
Ireland was converted. Ireland became 
a great center of learning and culture; 
scores of missionary saints and scholars 
went out to all of Europe and then to 
America, preaching the Faith with the 
zeal of St. Patrick. 

Rev. Jeremiah O’Callaghan was  
among the first among the Irish  
missionaries who brought the zeal of St. 
Patrick to us here in 1805. Assigned by 
Bishop Fenwick of Boston, he became 
known as the Apostle of the North. 
This remarkable young priest’s parish 
consisted of all Vermont and Western 
Massachusetts, and he labored  
indefatigably, serving the growing  
population. Coming to the aid of Rev. 
John D. Brady, first resident pastor 
of Chicopee (which extended over 
four counties), and Rev. Bernard 
O’Cavanaugh, Fr. O’Callaghan traveled 
the area by donkey,  and wherever he 
found Catholics, he remained for a time 
to say Mass and administer the  
sacraments.  

 Father O’Callaghan had a burning 
zeal for souls and an unselfishness of 
purpose, never demanding a salary, and 
depending entirely on the free will  
offerings of the faithful which “were 
always three times as much as was  
necessary.” All extra money went to-
wards paying for the churches he  
had built. 

In his eighties he was assigned as 
the first pastor in Holyoke, founding 
St. Jerome’s parish. He died before the 
church was completed and was buried 
in the churchyard. A monument erected 
reads: “Sacred to the memory of the 
Rev. Jeremiah O’Callaghan...the duties of 
his laborious mission he discharged with 
cheerful fidelity during 56 years, and as a 
tribute of respect and love this monu-
ment had been erected. He died on the 
23rd of Feb. 1861, age 82 years.”

Catholics in Western Mass! We are the Church, built upon the faith and perseverance of  those who have gone before us.  

Saints
Our Diocese 

has been
By Anne-Marie Jacques and 
Joanne Dowdy, with help from 
The Mirror, Fr. Charles DiMas-
cola, our local historian and 
retainer of all delightful facts, 
and the Divine Mercy Shrine’s  
Fr. Seraphim Michalenko, MIC, 
who was part of the story of  
Saint Faustina.  
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 St. Faustina
We have received Mercy. 

Smuggled out of Poland in 1939 at 
great personal risk by a young Marian 
priest, papers containing the message of 
Divine Mercy were a precious package 
to be carried through enemy lines. Fr. 
Joseph Jarzebowski promised God that if 
he could make it through Soviet Russia, 
Japan, and across the Pacific with an 
expired visa, he would dedicate his life 
to the spread of this mystical message of 
a cloistered Polish nun.  Arrive safely he 
did, to the Marian Fathers in Baltimore, 
and the memorandum was delivered to 
the College of Bishops, though with little 
response. But the Marian Fathers now 
had a mandate.  When they purchased 
land in Stockbridge, Massachusetts,  
in 1944, the work of promoting the  
message of Divine Mercy was  
transferred to Eden Hill, under the  
enthusiastic care of a young Fr. Walter 
Pelczynski.  The fathers inaugurated the 
Perpetual Novena to the Divine Mercy.  
They began publishing. And the  
message spread.  

In 1978, Fr. Seraphim Michalenko, 
MIC, was sent to Poland, his visit  
coinciding with that of Pope John Paul II.  
Faustina’s diary needed to be transcribed 
but the funds were not available in  
Soviet Poland.  And so it was, the diary 
of St. Faustina came to America.  Fr.  
Michalenko brought it to Eden Hill, and 
here in our diocese, with the help of “a 
sister and another lady,” what we now 
know as St. Faustina’s Diary of Divine 
Mercy in My Soul was transcribed in  
Polish onto plates, which were then 
taken to Rome for the printing of the 
first edition, in time for the Jubilee  
Anniversary in 1981.   

And there’s more: the first miracle 
which led to the beatification of St.  
Faustina was the healing of Maureen  
Digan, from Lee, Massachusetts. In 1981, 
Fr. Michalenko accompanied Maureen, 
her husband, Deacon Bob Digan, and 
their son, Bobby, to St. Faustina’s tomb 
in Poland, where Maureen experienced 
a miraculous healing of Milroy’s disease.  
Fr. Michalenko, who is a resident priest 
at Eden Hill, was vice-postulator for the 
canonization cause of St. Faustina.  

Our Lord told St. Faustina that the 
message should be first spread in Poland 
and then throughout the world; that the 
message should be kept in a place that 
was accessible to the faithful.  From a 
cloister in Poland, the Divine Mercy is 
now proclaimed to the world from Eden 
Hill in Stockbridge, Massachusetts, the 
National Shrine of Divine Mercy. 

St. Anne
It is a great honor for our diocese 

to have been touched by the loving 
care of Good St. Anne, mother of 
Mary and grandmother of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The story is told and  
retold—how a Springfield man,  
Andrew Ahearn, suffered a work  
accident in 1915, that left him 
badly injured with the bleak prospect 
from his doctors that he would be 
crippled—and unable to support his 
family—for life. This led Ahearn to 
St. Anne de Beaupre in Quebec, and 
there at the foot of the statue of St. 
Anne, on her feast day, July 26,1922, 
Andrew Ahearn promised to bring 
the sick and the crippled to the ba-
silica every year if he was cured. And 
healed he was. Inexplicably,  
completely, miraculously, healed.

Andrew Ahearn kept his promise  
to St. Anne all his life. By the 1950’s,  
and into the 1960’s, the pilgrimages 
grew to 300 participants a year,  
arriving in Quebec by train from 
Springfield, including the sick in 
wheelchairs or even rolling beds. 
After his death, Ahearn’s daughter 
and son-in-law, Rita and Louis Rielle, 
took over the pilgrimages, which were 
then continued by Leonard DeVittorio 
through 2017.

St. Anne, patroness of  
Canada, touched our diocese.  
The descendants of the French  
Canadians, whose faith the Jesuit  
missionaries forged at a great cost, 
have been a vital part of the diocese. 
In 1873, when our diocese was but 
three years old, St. Joseph’s Church, 
on Howard Street & East Columbus, 
was founded to minister to French  
Canadians in Springfield. And thanks 
to Mr. Ahearn, St. Anne’s loving reach 
to our diocese has touched countless 
families who have their own stories 
of miraculous cures and devotion to 
Good St. Anne.

Catholics in Western Mass! We are the Church, built upon the faith and perseverance of  those who have gone before us.  

Saints
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Pregnant?
Need Help?
413 527-2861

Bethlehem House 
33 Knipfer Ave, Easthampton, MA  01027

OFFICIAL CONFERENCE 
SILK-SCREEN & GEAR PRINTER





Local - MA - CT - VT - NH

We provides free quality  
full color placemats  

to local Restaurants.

Please give us a call to see if your restaurant 
qualifies to receive free placemats.

Yves Jacques 
Owner

jmjads@hotmail.com

(413) 665-5052

JMJ  AdvertisingJMJ  Advertising                                          

413-296-4763

Faucets, Toilets, Drains 
Specializing in Rinnai Water Heater Installation
Major Kitchen - Bathroom Remodeling
P. O. Box 987 Easthampton, MA

Personal and Dependable Service

George D’Astous 
 Plumbing & Heating











Diocese of Springfield
Collins Electric
Knights of Columbus
Ave Maria Radio 
Alliance Gas

Annual Catholic Appeal
Archdiocese of Boston  
Association of Marian Helpers 
Beautiful Gate Used Books
Bebeati
Bethlehem House
BOMA-USA
Catholic TV 
Clearway Clinic, Inc.
Choose Life Licence Plates
Crossroads for Christ
Daughters of St. Paul
Deciphering Designs, LLC  
Diocese of Springfield Schools
Donna Marie Cooper O’Boyle
Emmanuel School of Mission
EWTN Global Catholic Network
FAITH DRIVEN

Fiat Rosary
Hallo 
Hudson Byblow
Imago Dei Classical Academy, Inc.
Knights of Columbus  
Knights of Columbus Insurance
Magnificat
Maria Fuente de Gracia Ministry 
Mary’s House of Prayer
Massachusetts Family Institute
Mercysong, Inc.
Morning Star Christian Center
Muskus Jewelry
Pierce Bros. Coffee
Pilgrims of St. Michael, Inc.
Popple
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreats
Roman Catholic Gear

Catholic Life Conference Vendors

Conference  
Patron Saints

Our Lady of Guadalupe pray for us
St. Joseph pray for us
St. Michael pray for us

St. Mother Teresa pray for us

Thank you to our SPONSORS, whose financial support made this At-Home Conference possible! Thank you to our 
VENDORS who had planned to be with us in the Mass Mutual Center--they represent the array of Catholic outreach  
and opportunity available to our Catholic lives. We also want to thank our PATRON SAINTS, whose prayers have  
covered this conference.

Mercier Carpet
Men of St. Joseph
Paul and Jo Sears Pierce Bros. 
Coffee
PIP Printing 
The Catholic Woman’s Club of Springfield

Catholic Life Conference  Sponsors
Deacon Bob O’Connor
Deacon George Nolan
Hot Table
Life Site News 
Paul Steltzer 

Saint Benedict Center
Saint Joseph, Our Patron
Saint Michael Catholic School
St. Paul Center
St. Anthony of Padua Parish
St. John the Evangelist Church
St. Mary’s High School
Star of Bethlehem
Terry’s Christian Tees
The Men of St. Joseph
The Q99.7
Thomas Aquinas College 
Traveling Rosaries Apostolate
Trish Short
True Devotionals 
Vic Bergeron
Worcester Women’s Conference 
WQPH

MERCIER CARPET

God guides  
his church,  
maintains her 
always, and  
especially in  
difficult times. 
Let us never 
lose this vision 
of faith, which 
is the only true 
vision of the way 
of the church 
and the world.
Pope Benedict XVI

Fraternity of St. Dominic, Mother of God, Ch103
Holy Family Passionist Retreat Center  
Institute for the New Evangelization
Northampton Eucharistic Rosary Procession 

Office of Vocations, Diocese of Springfield 
Pro-Life Commission, Spfld Diocese

Today’s Catholic Homeschooling  
Western Mass Catholic Homeschoolers 


